<? 


Abraham  Lincoln 
and  religion 


Jesse  Head 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


■^Z.   S.i'v}    oSS    olilS 


Head,  Rev  Jesse 
Life  Sketches 
by  L.  S.  Pence 


Life     Sfcetoh     ©f     Rev.   Jesse  Head     who  married     President  Lincoln's     pa- 

rentc. 

•In     t^e  sava»:e-infested  days  of  the  District  of  Kentucky  when     the  In- 
wi-:irams 
riiarjiS    Tere  often     in  si.rht,   and  when  the  roads  were     only  paths   triirr^ed 

out  and  r.iade  wider     from  the  existing     traces,  ©r  roads,  beaten  down    by 
the  travel  of  wild  animals;    the  itinerant  preacher     was  about  in     the 
tracfclesP!  forest  Proclaiminf     to   the  settlers     a  salvation     that     will 
abide  until  judgment     day.     The  bi*;:  hearted  and  noble  pioneers     rieve     so 
/O  ver joyed     at  the  cominj  of     an  intinerant  preacher  that  when  one  did  vis- 
it t^ie  settlement  and  Preach  a.  sermon     from  two     to   three  hours  in  lenth 
it  was  a  rreat     occasion, 
Pev.   Jeftf^e  Head     in  the  infant  days  of  the  newly  formed     State,   ard  of 
Washington     County first  county  fori^ed     after  adrrlnssion encoun- 
tered as  many  dangers,  and  preached  as  realistic   a  Gospel     as  any  valiant 
messen*;8r  in  the  service.  His  benevolence     included     the     ^ood     of  the 
whole  human  race. 

These     six  articles     will  endeavor     to  t'ive  the  recorded  events   found  in 
the  ▼a3hin*;ton  County     Court,  or  elsewhere,  concernin!;     Jesse  Head  as 
Magistrate,   and  will  also  review  his  ministerial  career     as  a  champion 
for  tru-^h.   He  dispensed  the  decisi  >ns  of  la^r,  necessary     to     his  office 
of  Ma5:istrate,  with  eminent  ability  and  perfect     justice,  and     his  am- 
iable and  concilitory   temper  enabled  him  to   exert  a  substantial  influenee 
in  helping:  establish     the  cause  of  Christianity  within     the  confines     of 
the  newly     formed     State. 

It  has  been  a  far  flight  of  time  r-ince  t  e  days  when     Rev,   Jesse  Head    was 
Protected  from  the  murderous  Indians  by  a  sentinel  arwed  with  the  lon^ 
barrel  flint-loct  rifle;   while  the  jood  man  discoursed     to   the  settlers 
eoncre?;ated  within  the  fort;   do^rn  to   the  year  of  1921 J  and  in  consequenee 
of  such  laps©  of  time,   tradition  must  be  depended     upon,    in  «»me     ii>- 
stanoes,   t©  complete     a  review. 


fhe  faot  that  Rev,   Jesse     Head  perfornied  the  marria*;e  ceremony, on  June 
12,   1806, that  united  President     Lincoln's  parents;  irhich  record  of  said 
marriage    was  lost,   and  not  unearthed  until  72  years  thereafter:    and  irhen 
the  world  believed   for  over  three  •enerations  that  no  marria«:e  had  in 
faot     occurred;   such  discovery  »f  the  •enuine  record  by  »*   ?•   Bookert 
Court     Official,   imrjiortalized  the  name  of     Rev.   Jesse  Head     in  the  riches 
of  historical     recital. 

fhe  earliest  events  of  record  concernins     Rev.  Jesse  Head  are  as  follovs. 
Rev.   Jesse  Head  was  born  near  Baltimore,  Md.   on  Jan.   28,   1763, and  at  the 
a.»:e  of  22  years  was  married  t©  Miss  Jane     Ramsey,  of  Bedford  County ,Penn. 
It  appears  that     Rev.   Jesse  Head  came  to   Ky.    and  first  settled     upon    a 
farm  of  "BOaeres       of  second  rate  land*     upon     »Road     Run"   some  distanoe 
tr^TR  SPrin!:field,  Washington     County, Ky.   This  above  farm  of  Jesse  Head's 
was  located  in  the  midst  of  the  "Lincoln's  and     Berry's*.      Rev.   Jesse 
Head  obtained  the  aforesaid  farm  from  Benjamin  Hardin,   and  the  latter 
ori^nally    was  the  locator  of  the  land.   Of  course,   the  "SO     acres*     was 

a  portion     sold  off  by  Benjamin  Hardin  from  a  lar?:e  survey  patented  by 
Benjamin  Hardin  fr©m  the  Commonwealth  of    Vir.*:inia     in  1784.   The  afore- 
said Benjamin  Hardin  was     not  the  lawyer  of  tiiat  name. 

Later  in  life     Rev.  Jesoe  Head  when  almost  constantly  en.^a^ed  in  cabinet 
work,  in  deposition  taking  and  also  havin*;  a  license  to  preach,  much  of 
his  time  was  used     in  relijous  work,  consequently  he  removed  from    his 
farm  and  took    up  a  permanent  residence  in  Springfield,    This  removal 
must  have  been  in  the  Spring  of  1798,   for     in  a  deposition     Rev,   Jesse 
Head  mentions  the  faot  of  his  residence  "now     in     SPrinsfleld*. 
In  1797   and  1799     Rev.   Jesse  Head  *ave  the  followinj  assessment  lists: 
*APril  13 f  1797.    50     acres  second  rate  land,  upon  Road     Run, original 
patent  obtained     in  the  name  of  Benjamin  Hardin.   Horse     I". 
Some  where  in  these     assessment^         lists,  just   the  exact  one  I  can  not 

state upon  the  line  on  which  appears  the  name  of  "Jesse  Head"  and  in 

the  colum«    wherein     is  designated     in  the  said  assessment  "horses     or 
mares",   some  person     in  a  spirit  of  fun,   no  doubt,   in  a  different     ii*. 


'^^^4' 


.te  the  word  "mare"  wrote  "sra*,  which  I   take  to  mean  that  Rev. 
Jesse  Head's   ntAAd      wnn      a      ■•^ft^v^»      riA-w«i»-       __. _  
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Paje     3. 

"June  1,   1790«''     Assessment  list  •f  Jesse  Head.    Same  50  acres.   And     In 
additien  Is  listed  "B  town  lets,     herses  2«».   fhe  eld  patriot  in  tT^e  lei^f 
years     acquired  "2     town  lets*     and     an     extra  "horse"     to  his  fortune. 
I  venture  the  opinion,  although  I  can  not  Prove    it,   that  the     extra 
■horse"     was     the  old  "sray     mare's"     colt.   But  bear  in  mind,  Fev.  Jesse 
Head    was     a     Methodist  Preacher,  poor  in     this  world's     joods,  but  rifch 
in     the     ^race     of     Ged. 

In  1799  "Bi^ser     Head"  died  in  Fas  ins  ton  County,  and  I  believe  "Bi^s^r" 
and  "Jesse"     were     brothers,  yet  when    we     see  the  fact  that  "Birder" 
left     200  acres  of  land     t©  his     "widow,  Priscilla"  and     "Nestles     2", 
the  mind  is  not  clear  upon     the  point.   Rev.   Jesse  Head     was     opposed  to 
slavery     in  every     form,  and  was     among  the  few     men  who  advocated     a 
Provision  in  our     first     Canstitution  abAlishing  slavery,  but  was     over 
powered     in     numbers.  The  various  orders     found  in  washin»:ton  Ceunty  Coup  t 
concerning     Jesse  Head;    follow; 

•Nov.  7,  17OT.  Ordered  that  the  Cleric  (of 
the  court)  bind  David  Rodman,  orPhan  of  Alexander  Rednan,  dec'd, 
to  Jesse  Head     t©  learn  the     art  of  a  cabinet  maXer.   The  said  David     t» 

stay  with  the  said  Head  for     three  and  a  half  years,  and  said  Head  to  find 
him  in  victuals  and  one  pair  ©f  shoes  per  year,  and  at  his  freedom  to 
find  him  a  jointer,   foreplane,  jacR  and  smoothing  planet. ^hile  this     sood 
man  seemed  a  little  ^hft^t  upon     shoes,     the  custom    was  at  that     date,  a 
pair     a  year. 

"Jan.   6,   1798.  Jesse  Head  Produced  in  court  a  commission    authenticated 
as     the  law  requires  appointing  the  said  Jesse  Head  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace     for     Washington  (   County)  and  took  the  oath  of    office     before 
frammell     HicKman"  (Cleric). 

(       fo     Bo     Contimed     April     8,     1G2I.      ). 


ARTICLE  IN  THE  LEBANON,  (KY.,)  ENTERPRISE,  APRIL  8,  1921. 

Life  Sketches  of  Rev.  Jesse  Head,  Who  Married  President  Lincoln's  Parents 

BY  L.  S.  PENCE. 


An  error  in  the  fu'st  sketch  con- 
cerning the  birth  of  Rev.  Jesse  Head 
calls  for  an  exact  copy  as  follows 
(hand    write    of    Rev.    Jesse    Head): 

"Jesse  Head,  son  of  William 
Edward  Head,  was  born  June  10, 
1768,  in  Frederick  county,  Maryland." 

"Jane  Ramsey,  daughter  of  Robert 
and  Siisanah  Ramsey,  born  April  19, 
1772,  in  Bedford  county,  Penn." 

"Jesse  Head  and  Jane  Ramsey 
were  married  by  Rev.  Bruce  on  Jan. 
9,  1789." 

Issue  of  Rev.  Jesse  and  Jane  Head: 

"William  Edward  Head,  b.  Feb.  19, 
1790,  baptised  by  Rev.  Michael  Land." 

"Jane  Smith  Head,  b.  April  29, 
1792,  bap.  by  Rev.  Simmons,"  married 
Wm.  H.   Linney. 

"Robert  Head,  b.  June  24,  1794, 
bap.  by  Rev.  Thomas  Wilkerson 
(died    young). 

"John  Head,  b.  August  24,  1796, 
bap.  by  Rev.  Thomas  Wilkerson." 

"Jesse  Thompson  Head,  b.  Decem- 
ber 29,  1798,  bap.  by  Rev.  John 
Page." 

"Susanah  Ramsey  Head,  b.  May  22, 
1803,  bap.  by   Rev.  Wm.  McKendre." 

"George  McKendre  Head,  b.  August 
22,  1805,  bap.  by  Rev.  Wm.  Burke." 

"Thomas  Jefferson  Head,  b.  Sept- 
ember 5,  1807,  bap.  by  Rev.  Wm. 
Burke." 

"Mathew  Walton  Head,  b.  Septem- 
ber 11,  1809,  bap.  by  Rev.  Chas. 
Halliday." 

"Mary  Head,  b.  December  30,  1810, 
bap.  by  Rev.  Wm.  McKendre." 

"Harriett  Wilde  Head,  b.  November 
16, 1812,  bap.  by  Rev.  Chas.  Halliday," 
married  VerBryke. 

"Edward  Bascom  Head,  b.  June  1, 
1817,  bap.  by  Rev,  Wm.  McKendre," 
married  Mary  Minter. 


father  was  Marcus  Linney,  who  was 
for  many  years  the  capable  assistant 
to  Hon.  John  R.  Proctor,  State 
Geologist.  As  such  assistant,  Marcus 
Linney  made  valuable  research  and 
extended  the  range  of  investigation 
to  high  success  in  that  office.  The 
State  Historical  Register,  in  its 
January,  1921,  number,  published  an 
extended  sketch  of  Marcus  Linney. 

Many  of  the  children  of  Rev.  Jesse 
Head  and  wife,  after  the  death  of 
their  devoted  parents,  moved  to 
Illinois  and  Indiana.  I  am  inclined 
to  the  firm  belief  their  purpose  in 
going  west  was  to  follow  their 
childhood  friends  —  the  Lincoln 
children.  Children  of  Josiah  Lincoln, 
Mordica  Lincoln  and  Thomas  Lincoln. 
The  early  voices  of  these  children 
mingled  in  youthful  merriment  along 
the  rugged  banks  of  "Road  Run." 

It  appears  that  Edward  Bascom 
Head,  the  printer  son  of  Rev.  Jesse 
Head,  is  the  only  one  of  his  children 
that  I  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  a 
complete  list.  His  wife  was  Mary 
Minter  (married  1835)  and  their  issue 
follows: 

(1)  Sarah  Jane  Head,  married 
Peter  Brown.  (2)  James  Lowell 
Head,  married  Laura  Linney.  (3) 
Jesse  McKendre  Head,  died  unmar- 
ried. (4)  Robert  Ferguson  Head, 
married  Josephine  Randall.  (5) 
Edward  Bascom  Head,  married  a 
widow,  Mrs.  Carter.  (6)  Sidney 
Elizabeth  Head,  married  Nicholas 
Brown.  (7)  LaFayette  Marshall 
Head,  died  unmarried.  (8)  Mary 
Ellen  Head,  died  unmarried.  (9) 
William  Trainer  Head,  married 
Elizabeth  Freeman.  In  the  foregoing 
list  I  have  made  mention  of  Mrs. 
Nicholas     Brown.         I     shall     refer 


Mathew  Walton.  The  Rev.  Jesse 
Head  knew  men  from  every  angle  of 
their  worth,  and  impelled  by  that 
foundation  of  friendship  and  worth 
for  such  an  eminent  commander, 
named  his  son  for  said  excellent 
pioneer.  Rev.  Jesse  Head  was  the 
friend  of  every  good  cause,  and  was 
among  the  many  early  advocates  for 
abolishing  slavery  in  the  new-born 
State  of  Kentucky  at  its  first  Con- 
stitutional Convention. 

In  the  first  sketch  the  suggestion 
was  indulged  that  likely  "Biggar 
Head,  Sr.,"  and  Rev.  Jesse  Head  were 
brothers.  Such  is  not  the  fact.  In 
the  settlement  of  "Biggar  Head's" 
estate  (1799)  the  fact  is  shown  that 
the  latter  came  from  North  Carolina 
to  "Nelson  county"  in  1790.  We  find 
that  William  Edward  Head  died  in 
Washington  county  in  November 
1798;  and  it  is  probable  that  the 
decedent  and  Rev.  Jesse  Head  were 
brothers,  because  the  fact  will  be 
recalled  that  Rev.  Jesse  Head's  father 
was  "William  Edward  Head,"  and 
it  might  be  consistently  believed  that 
the  decedent,  William  Edward  Head, 
who  died  in  Washington  •ounty,  was 
named  for  his  own  father  (and  Rev. 
Jesse  Head's)  back  yonder  in 
Frederick  county,  Maryland.  The 
aforesaid  suggestion  may  be  re- 
enforced  when  the  record  of  the 
Washington  County  Court  on  April 
2,  1799,  shows  that  William  Edward 
Head  age  (16)  and  Thomas  Edward 
Head  (age  14),  infant  sons  of 
decedent  William  Edward  Head,  came 
into  the  court  and  made  "choice  of 
Jesse  Head  as  guardian"  of  their 
small  estate.  Said  court  order  also 
further  reads  in  this  language: 
"Ordered  that  the  clerk  (of  the  court) 
bind     William     Edward     Head     and 
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ARTICLE  IN  THE  LEBANON,  (KY.,)  ENTERPRISE,  MAY  13,  1921. 

Life  Sketches  of  Rev.  Jesse  Head,  Who  Married  President  Lincoln's  Parents 

BY  L.  S.  PENCE. 


Going  back  and  taking  up  the 
orders  of  tiie  Washinj^ton  County 
Court  where  the  same  were  left  off 
in  the  first  sketch,  these  orders 
continue  as  follows: 

"Feb.  6,  1798.  A  certificate  that 
Jesse  Head,  Esquire,  hath  taken  the 
oath  of  office  (as  Maf^istrate)  in  this 
county  was  returned  in  words  and 
figures  as  follows:  Jan.  27,  1798. 
Jesse  Head  appeared  before  me,  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Washington 
(county),  and  produced  a  commission 
authenticated  as  the  law  requires, 
appointing  said  Jesse  Head  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  Washington  (county) 
and  took  the  oath  required  by  law 
previous  to  his  entering  said  office. 
Given  under  my  hand  the  day  and 
year  aforesaid.  E.  Trammell  Hick- 
man, Justice  of  the  Peace." 

"April  3,  1798.  Ordered  that  Jesse 
Head  and  Josiah  Wilson,  Esquires, 
state  and  settle  the  accounts  of 
Samuel  Grundy,  sheriff  of  this  county, 
for  the  years  of  1796  and  1797  and 
make  report." 

"May  2,  1798.  Ordered  and  directed 
that  Jesse  Head  and  Benjamin  Piles, 
Esquires,  be  and  they  are  requested 
to  employ  some  person  to  erect 
stocks,  pillory  and  a  whipping  post 
upon  the  public  square  in  Springfield 
(Ky.)  for  the  use  of  this  county." 
The  above  named  "Benjamin  Piles" 
was  peculiarly  gifted  to  the  making 
of  criminal  implements  in  pioneer 
days  as  appears  thus:  "Feb.  5,  1795. 
Ordered  that  the  sheriff  pay  Benjamin 
Piles  nine  shillings  for  making  a  pair 
of  hand  cuffs." 

"May  12,  1798.  Washington 
County  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions." 
In  the  appeal  case  of  John  Shackle- 
ford  versus  John  Davis,  on  an  appeal 


which  he  belongs." 

The  historical  significance  sur- 
rounding this  ancient  order  invites  in- 
vestigation. Like  all  orders  written 
in  early  times,  while  no  doubt  plain 
in  meaning  to  the  pioneers,  yet  its 
compactness  blurs  its  direct  under- 
standing to  our  minds.  In  my  judg- 
ment the  result  of  the  acts  performed 
under  the  terms  of  the  ancient  order 
— what  said  order  accomplished — is 
better  calculated  to  unlock  its  true 
meaning  than  the  frailty  of  its 
wording.  Many  readers  who  casually 
observe  the  above  ancient  order  will 
form  the  conclusion  that  Jesse  Head 
held  "a  license  to  preach"  as  an 
exhorter,  that  is  to  say,  in  the 
nature  of  an  appeal  to  the  pioneers 
to  forsake  their  sins;  but  not  in  the 
capacity  of  any  accredited  minister 
of  a  recognized  church. 

First,  therefore,  let  this  question  be 
propounded:  Did  said  order  of  "May 
25,  1798,"  in  terms,  undertake  to 
absolve  Jesse  Head  from  "off  the 
muster  role"  because  he  was  an 
accredited  minister  of  some  recog- 
nized church?  Undoubtedly  so.  If, 
however,  Jesse  Head  had  held  "a 
license"  merely  as  an  exhorter  it  is 
hardly  consistent  with  sense  that  the 
Court  Martial  would  have  summarily 
ordered  that  Jesse  Head  be  "cleared 
of  (off)  muster  role."  Webster  has 
well  said:  "There  is  nothing  so 
powerful  as  truth  and  often  nothing 
so  strange." 

Second,  at  this  date,  "May  25, 
1798,"  Jesse  Head  was  29  years,  11 
months  and  15  days  old  (to  be  exact), 
and  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that 
Jesse  Head  held  "a  license"  as  an 
accredited  minister  "of  the  sect  to 
which  he  belongs,"  it  is  unquestioned 
+V.O+    tVio    Prinrt    Martial    would    have 


question  arises,  what  saved  Rev. 
Jes.se  Head,  who  had  been  both  cited 
and  "returned  as  delinquent"  from 
the  infliction  of  fine?  Exempted 
alone  by  "having  a  license"  as  an 
accredited  minister  "of  the  sect  to 
which   he   belongs." 

And  again  this  idea  may  be  ad- 
vanced, that  if  the  State  Law  and  the 
Governor's  commissioned  officials 
gave  full  recognition  to  Rev.  Jesse 
Head's  "having  a  license;"  why 
should  not  the  State  Law  acquiesce 
and  approve  the  concurrent  or  har- 
monizing authority  to  perform  the 
rites  of  matrimony?  It  did  in  my 
opinion. 

Third,  Rev.  Jesse  Head  with  the 
utmost  fidelity  toward  the  "license" 
which  loyally  acquitted  him  before 
the  Court  Martial,  ever  thereafter 
certified  the  status  of  all  marriages 
through  the  official  ceremony  of  the 
ministry,  and  never  feigned  the  office 
of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  to  seal  such 
sacred  and  holy  union. 

Fourth,  these  Court  Martial  officials 
were  selected  and  commissioned  by 
the  Governor,  and  all  records  faith- 
fully kept.  Like  all  courts  of  record 
it  was  then  and  is  now  entitled  to  full 
faith  and  credit.  Therefore,  as  the 
original  book  exists  (in  a  fire  proof 
safe)  which  attests  Rev.  Jesse  Head 
as  "having  a  license,"  and  by  reason 
of  such  fact  was  "cleared  of  (off) 
muster  role"  20  years  before  full  age 
limit  cast  him  "off";  so,  therefore, 
any  question  at  this  date  appertain- 
ing to  the  existence  of  "having  a 
license"  in  behalf  of  Rev.  Jesse 
Head's  ministry  at  once  relates  back 
to  the  said  original  book  and  duly 
authenticates  from  such  original 
existing  record  that  came  from  the 
hands     and     hearts     of     the     Court 


^ 
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ARTICLE  IN  THE  LEI 


Life  Sketches  of  Rev.  Jesse  He<' 


Since  the  publication  of  the  third 
sketch,  many  questions  have  been 
aslted  concerning  the  123  year  judg- 
ment wherein  Rev.  Jesse  Head  held  a 
license  as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel. 
It  may  be  interesting  to  know  that 
the  above-mentioned  judgment  is  the 
only  court  order  where  the  fact  is 
established  that  Rev.  Jesse  Head 
possessed  a  minister's  license.  How- 
ever, it  may  be  explained  at  this  point 
that  on  "Feb.  15,  1805,"  where  a 
marriage  certificate  containing  eleven 
couples  was  returned  by  Rev.  Jesse 
Head  in  the  Washington  County 
Court,  he  signed  this  particular 
certificate  of  marriage  as  follows, 
to-wit:  "Jesse  Head,  M.  M.  E.  C," 
meaning  a  "Minister  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church."  This  was  almost 
a  year  before  Bishop  Asbury  ordained 
Rev.  Jesse  Head  a  "deacon"  in  the 
Methodist  church. 

The  orders  as  contained  in  the 
Washington  County  Court  continue 
thus: 

"July  1,  1798.  Benjamin  Hardin 
and  others  as  'trustees  of  the  town  of 
Springfield  of  the  first  part'  hath  'in- 
dentured' unto  'Jesse  Head  of  the 
second  part,'  two  certain  lots  situated 
in  Springfield,  Ky.  Rev.  Jesse  Head 
had  bargained  for  and  had  erected  a 
dwelling  house  and  was  living  in 
Springfield  in  May,  1798,  some  two 
months  before  title  as  above  was 
passed." 

"July  3,  1798.  Upon  the  applica- 
tion of  Abraham  Hite,  agent  for  John 
Hunter,  it  is  ordered  that  Jesse  Head 
and  Benjamin  Hardin  be  empowered 
to  take  depositions,  agreeable  to  an 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
also  ascertain  boundary  of  lands  and 
for  all  other  purposes."  This 
Benjamin  was  not  the  lawyer.  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  Benjamin  Hardin 
and  Jesse  Head  were  brothers-in-law, 
although  unable  to  prove  such  a  fact. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  Benjamin 
Hardin  originally  pre-empted  the  "50- 
acre  farm"  situated  next  to  himself 
for  Jesse  Head.      This  was  on  "Road 


Esquires,  state  and  settle  the 
of  the  estate  of  Burdette 
deceased,  and  make  repori 
court."  The  above  deceder 
brother  to  Baldwin  Clifton,  v, 
pioneer  minister,  and  died  i 
county  before  Washingt 
formed.  Burdette  Clifton  di 
age  of  78  years. 

"April  term,  1800.  Wj 
County  Court  of  Quarter  i 
In  an  appeal  of  James  Catlj 
James  Whitecotton  (Revq 
soldier)  the  judgment  as  rer 
Jesse  Head  was  affirmed.  I 
was  over  an  old  flint  lock  gui 

"July  8,  1800.     This  day  | 
roy  Smith  before  me,  a  Just 
Peace,  and  produced  a  wolf 
took    the   oath    prescribed    b 
such    cases.       Given    under 
the   day   and   year   aforesai( 
Head,  Justice  of  the  Peace." 
date  whoever  killed  a  full  gi 
was  paid  a  sum  of  money, 
referred  alone  to  the  age  of 
"Prescribed  by  law"  meant 
of  full  grown  wolf. 

"May  2,  1802."  Jesse  He 
date  was  "a  trustee  of  the 
Springfield"   (Ky.). 

"April    3,    1803.       Jesse    I 
appointed  "a  commissioner  t( 
■with    some    proper    person 
posts  and  rails   around   the 
public  spring  of  this  town  i 
all    necessary   repairs   to   sa 
we    see   by   Jesse   Head's    er 
hogs  were  fastened   out  of 
spring.      I  suspect  this  was 
industrial    order    ever    put  [ 
Springfield.        Understand, 
please  the  court,  Springfielc 
capital   at  that  date.  | 

"June  1,  1803.  Jesse 
John  Reed  were  selected  by 
of  full  age  to  divide  the 
Thomas  Head,  deceased,  ag 
the  law  and  make  report  to  t 
The  decedent  was  jailer  of 
ton  county  for  many  years. 

"June  10,  1803."  Jesse  : 
cecdcd  Felix  Gi'undy  as  "pi 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Sp 
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ARTICLE  IN  THE  LEBANON,  (KY..)  ENTERPRISE,  JULY  8.  1921. 

Life  Sketches  of  Rev.  Jesse  Head,  Who  Married  President  Lincoln's  Parents 

BY  L.  S.  PENCE. 


The  first  thing  to  be  done  in  Sketch 
5  is  to  answer  a  school  girl  who  asks 
for  this  information:  "Please  give 
a  description  of  Rev.  Jesse  Head." 
The  University  of  Chicago  has  the 
only  drawing  of  Rev,  Jesse  Head 
known  to  exist,  and  through  the 
courtesy  of  Hon.  Edward  A.  Heney, 
director  of  that  noted  institution, 
valuable  information  concerning  Rev. 
Jesse  Head  is  directly  given.  "The 
picture  is  a  profile.  It  shows  a  large 
Roman  nose,  prominent  cheek  bone, 
and  slightly  sunken  cheek.  So  he 
was  evidently  tall  and  lean.  The 
forehead  is  high  and  the  hair  sparse." 

Hon.  E.  A.  Heney  also  interestingly 
states:  "The  picture  is  one  of  several 
hundreds  which  came  to  us  with  the 
library  of  Colonel  Reuben  T.  Durrett, 
of  Louisville,  Ky.  There  is  no  note 
of  any  sort  on  it  except  an  ink  note: 
'Rev.  Jesse  Head,  minister,  who 
married  Thomas  Lincoln  to  Nancy 
Hanks.'  " 

Miss  Mary  A.  Stephenson,  of  Har- 
rodsburg,  Ky.,  always  conservative 
and  accurate  in  her  research  work  and 
well  informed  upon  the  pioneer 
history  of  Harrodsburg,  acquaints  me 
with  the  following  facts  found  of 
record  in  that  historic  town  concern- 
ing the  Rev.  Jesse  Head:  "In  the 
original  trustee  book  of  Harrodsburg, 
dating  from  1786,  is  contained  the 
record  that  Jesse  Head  bought  a  lot 
on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the 
Harrod  Hotel.  In  March.  1810,  in  the 
same  book  mention  is  made  that  at  a 
later  date  he  built  a  shop  on  this  lot. 
Jesse  Head  was  a  carpenter  and  a 
cabinet  maker  of  more  than  ordinary 
skill  for  that  era." 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Sharp,  of  Mercer  county, 
has      in      her      possession      a      small 


not  at  this  remote  date  seem  to  be 
known.  Bascome  Head,  Sr.,  (called 
"printer,"  son  of  Jesse  Head)  had  a 
long  career  in  journalism.  On 
"March  20,  1886,"  the  "Harrodsburg 
Democrat,"  in  speaking  of  the  death 
of  this  energetic  man  said:  "He  had 
a  career  'at  the  case'  for  more  than 
65  years  and  even  in  his  old  age  he 
was  considered  the  swiftest  com- 
positor in  Harrodsburg.  He  had 
many  warm  friends  among  the  older 
citizens.  He  was  a  son  of  Jesse 
Head,  a  pioneer  preacher,  who 
married  Thomas  Lincoln  to  Nancy 
Hanks." 

Miss  Stephenson  concludes  as 
follows:  "The  Rev.  Jesse  Head  was 
an  important  factor  in  the  regulation 
and  upbuilding  of  Harrodsburg, 
from  the  most  reliable  tradition.  In 
the  County  Court  records  of  Mercer 
county  can  be  found  many  marriage 
returns  duly  certified  by  Rev.  Jesse 
Head.  In  that  early  era  above 
mentioned,  when  death  took  a  pioneer 
from  his  toils  in  the  community  of 
Harrodsburg,  the  Rev.  Jesse  Head 
made  the  coffin  and  preached  the 
funeral. 

Rev.  Jesse  Head  As  Minister. 

Tradition  says  that  Rev.  Jesse  Head 
came  over  the  "old  wilderness"  road 
into  Washington  county  and  in  a  few 
years  after  arriving  in  his  frontier 
home  began  preaching  the  doctrine  of 
Methodism  to  the  frontiersman.  How- 
ever, the  exact  date  when  the  ministry 
of  Rev.  Jesse  Head  began  is  unknown. 
In  the  first  sketch  the  name  of  Rev. 
Jesse  Head  was  peculiarly  associated 
with  that  of  the  "itinerant"  preacher. 
This  was  error,  for  when  he  was 
ordained  a  "deacon"  by  Bishop 
Asbury  it  is  expressly  stated:    "Rev. 


John  Harper  and  Jesse  Head,  who 
piloted  the  faith  of  Protestantism 
upon  the  other  hand.  The  new 
county  of  Washington — the  first  piece 
of  territory  ever  named  for  George 
Washington  —  was  cradled  in  an 
atmosphere  of  effective  influence  of 
Christianity. 

While,  perhaps,  a  little  off  of  the 
subject,  yet  I  want  to  say  this: 
Taking  the  many  orders  of  the 
County  Court  of  Nelson  county  from 
1788  to  1792  (when  Washington 
county  was  formed),  there  was  more 
enterprise  in  the  opening  of  "public 
roads";  and  more  development  in 
erecting  "grist  mills;"  and  in  a 
general  welfare  of  "improvement  and 
upbuilding"  within  a  radius  of  15 
miles  around  Springfield  than  pre- 
vailed in  any  other  section  of  the  new 
Commonwealth,  not  excluding  Har- 
rodsburg and  Lexington,  much  older 
settlements. 

Rev.  Jesse  Head,  while  in  Washing- 
ton county,  had  in  his  make-up  as 
much  of  the  spirit  of  an  apostle  as 
rested  in  any  man  wrestling  to  up- 
build his  Maker's,  cause  in  a  primitive 
country.  Rev.  Jesse  Head  was  a 
man  of  "strong  character  and  not 
afraid  to  speak  the  truth  at  all  times 
and  under  any  circumstances,"  and  his 
sentiment  regarding  slavery  in  its 
earliest  agitations  was  pronounced 
against  such  an  institution.  And 
while  the  Assessor's  book  in  Wash- 
ington county  in  1794,  and  years 
thereafter  included  Bigger  Head,  W. 
E.  Head  and  Priscilla  Head  as 
enlisted  slave  owners,  yet  Rev.  Jesse 
Head  instead  of  holding  "slaves"  had 
"apprenticed"  three  "orphan  boys"  to 
nurture  and  instruct  and  champion 
toward  truth  and  earnest  manhood  for 
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ARTICLE  IN  THE  LEBANON.  (KY..)  ENTERPRISE,  SEPTEMBER  16.  1921. 

Life  Sketches  of  Rev.  Jesse  Head,  Who  Married  President  Lincoln's  Parents 


BY  L.  S.  PENCE. 


This  last  sketch  (No.  6)  of  the  life 
of  Rev.  Jesse  Head  should  have  been 
inserted  on  August  12,  1921,  but  on 
account  of  a  severe  illness  of  the 
writer,  the  concluding  sketch  comes 
one  month  later.  A  review  of  the  life 
of  this  earnest  and  pious  pioneer 
Methodist  preacher  has  been  a 
pleasant  task  among  the  researches  of 
Washington  county's  early  history. 

The  Rev.  Jesse  Head  began  his 
service  with  the  Methodist  church  in 
or  about  the  year  1798.  Upon 
"October  3,  1805"  Rev.  Jesse  Head 
was  ordained  by  Bishop  Francis 
Asbury  a  "deacon"  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  at  "Houston's 
Chapel  in  Scott  county,  Kentucky." 
In  a  recent  publication  (1920)  entitled 
"The  Rise  of  Methodism  in  the  West" 
the  following  proceeding  concerning 
Rev.  Jesse  Head,  at  page  101,  is  out- 
lined from  the  "Western  Conference 
of  1805"  which  reads  as  follows: 
"Date  of  October  3,  1805.  Who  are 
ordained  deacons?  Answer:  Jesse 
Head,  a  local  preacher"  (and  eight 
others.)  Rev.  Jesse  Head  was  likely 
a  local  preacher  and  not  an  itinerant 
preacher  by  the  fact  of  his  having 
such  a  large  family. 

The  ordination  of  Rev.  Jesse  Head 
as  a  "deacon"  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  by  Bishop  Asbury 
took  place  one  year  before  the  famous 
"marriage  certificate"  was  written  and 
signed  by  "Rev.  Jesse  Head,  D.  M.  E. 
C,"  wherein  is  given  the  form  of 
matrimony  solemnized  between  Thos. 
Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks.  The 
recent  unearthing  of  the  ordination  of 
Rev.  Jesse  Head  by  Bishop  Asbury 
shows  an  authenticated  and  lawful 
right  of  performing  the  rites  of 
matrimony  was  conferred  upon  him 
through  the  Methodist  church. 

So,  therefore,  at  the  date,  "June  12, 
1806,"  when  Rev.  Jesse  Head  married 
President  Lincoln's  parents,  he  had 
the  Methodist  church  authority  of  a 
"deacon"  in  addition  to  the  original 
right  of  a  "minister." 

However,    it    appears    from    every 


to  the  rites  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church. 

"Jesse  Head,  D.,  M.  E.  C." 

Also  the  Clerk  and  Deputy  could 
give  no  information  whatever  regard- 
ing this  last  certificate  when  in- 
terrogated at  Springfield,  Ky.,  on  June 
28,  1921.  Every  certificate  was 
examined  that  had  been  signed  and 
returned  into  the  Washington  County 
Court  by  Rev.  Jesse  Head,  but  no 
trace  whatever  could  be  found  of  this 
last  alleged  certificate. 

The  marriage  bond  executed  by 
Thomas  Lincoln  reads  as  follows: 
"Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that 
we,  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Richard 
Berry,  are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto 
his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Ken- 
tucky for  the  just  and  full  sum  of 
fifty  pounds  current  money  to  the 
payment  of  which  well  and  truly  to  be 
made  to  the  said  Governor  and  his 
successors  we  bind  ourselves  and  our 
heirs,  &c.,  jointly  and  severally  firmly 
by  these  presents  sealed  with  our 
seals  and  dated  this  June  10,  1806. 
The  condition  of  this  obligation  is 
such  that  whereas  there  is  a  marriage 
shortly  intended  between  the  above 
bound  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Nancy 
Hanks  for  which  a  license  has  issued 
now  if  there  be  no  lawful  cause  to 
obstruct  the  said  marriage  then  this 
obligation  to  be  void  or  else  to  remain 
in  full  force  and  virtue  in  law. 

"Thomas  Lincoln   (Seal) 
"Richard   Berry    (Seal)" 

"Witness,  John  H.  Parrott." 

Two  days  after  the  above  marriage 
bond  was  issued  Rev.  Jesse  Head,  at 
the  home  of  Richard  Berry,  in 
Washington  county,  Ky.,  performed 
the  marriage  that  united  Thomas 
Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks  as  husband 
and  wife.  A  copy  of  the  famous 
"marriage  certificate"  reads  as 
follows: 

"I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  follow- 
ing is  a  true  list  of  marriages 
solemnized  by  me,  the  subscriber,  from 
the  28th  day  of  April,  1806,  until  the 
date  hereof: 


"Given  under  my  hand  this  22d  day 
of  April,  1807. 

"Jesse  Head,  D.  M.  C.  E." 

In  Washington  county,  Ky.,  from 
1805  until  September,  1810,  Rev.  Jesse 
Head  married  some  150  couples.  In 
Mercer  county  he  also  married  many 
couples. 

Twenty-two  years  ago  I  attended  a 
friend's  marriage  at  the  Catholic 
church  in  Lebanon.  The  excellent 
priest,  in  the  ceremony,  stressed  the 
fact  to  the  contracting  parties  that 
God  had  planned  their  lives  and 
destinies  to  meet  at  the  altar  for  the 
glory  of  the  church  and  usefulness  of 
the  Nation.  I  believed  the  well  chosen 
words  of  the  priest.  Now  I  further 
believe  in  the  utterance  I  am  going  to 
announce,  to-wit:  That  Rev.  Jesse 
Head,  aided  and  directed  by  Divine 
influences,  traveled  over  the  "wilder- 
ness road"  from  Maryland  into  the 
wilds  of  Washington  county,  Ky., 
to  become  a  "deacon"  in  his  selected 
church  where  he  officiated  at  the 
marriage  of  Thomas  Lincoln  and 
Nancy  Hanks,  and  from  the  union  of 
this  couple  a  son  was  born  who  should 
lead  a  Nation  from  the  shackles  of 
slavery  and  bondage  to  freedom;  and 
this  ordained  with  as  much  certainty 
of  Divine  inspiration  as  was  the 
mission  of  John  Baptist.  The  whole 
world  joined  in  a  spirit  that  the 
American  slaves  should  be  free. 

Rev.  Jesse  Head  never  lived  to  see 
the  achievements  for  humanity  that 
Abraham  Lincoln,  born  to  the  parents 
whose  union  was  cemented  as  husband 
and  wife  by  the  "deacon's"  words, 
wrought  as  the  Chief  Magistrate  in 
the  moral  forces  of  this  Nation. 

Rev.  Jesse  Head  died  in  March, 
1842,  years  before  the  lustre  of  the 
mighty  Lincoln  grew  to  renown  and 
fame,  even  in  the  debates  with  the 
great  Stephen  A.  Douglas. 

Like  the  appearance  of  the  hand  of 
God  in  the  writing  at  Belshazzar's 
feast,  we  behold  that  twenty.three 
years  from  the  death  of  Rev.  Jesse 
Head  that  President  Lincoln  penned 
the      Declaration     of     Emancipation, 
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I'-ice   .50  centn  in  tT'^  cent  fltarriT^p.  'L..  S. Pence,   Lebanon. KY. 

Rev.  Jesse  Head  Who  Married  President  Lincoln's  Parents 


The  following  persons  have  expressed  opinions  on  the  "Life  Sketches"  of  Rev.  Jesse  Head 


^ 


"Uncle  Eafe,"  who  for  over  30  years 
has  been  the  Howardstown  corre- 
spondent of  the  "Nelson  Record"  and 
"Kentucky  Standard"  at  Bardstown, 
Kentucky: 

"Dear  Friend  Pence:  I  assure  you 
I  have  appreciated  the  sketches  of 
Rev.  Jesse  Head.  I  know  the  great 
amount  of  trouble  and  research  it 
took  to  gather  those  facts  and  compile 
them  so  interestingly.  I  would  have 
written  you  sooner  expressing  my  . 
appreciation,  but  the  wretched  state  / 
of  my  health,  complicated  with  age 
and  badly  impaired  vision,  caused 
delay. 

"I  remain  ever  your  friend, 

"T.   R.   Spalding." 

Rev.  W.  E.  Arnold,  Editor  Central  | 
Methodist: 

"Dear  Brother:  I  thank  you  for 
the  first  sketch  of  Rev.  Jesse  Head.  I 
am  much  interested  in  gathering  data 
concerning  him,  and  will  be  obliged 
to  you  if  you  will  send  me  each  of 
the  articles  as  published.  I  want  to 
put  the  facts  given  in  your  articles 
into  a  paper  in  the  Central  Metho- 
dist." 

University  of  Chicago,  Chicago,  111.: 
"My  Dear  Mr.  Pence:  Thanks  for 
the  sixth  number  of  the  sketch  of 
Jesse  Head.  I  am  placing  these  with 
the  Lincoln  materials  in  the  (Col.  R. 
T.)  Durrett  colection.  I  have  enjoyed 
reading  them  very  much  and  feel  that 
they  make  a  genuine  contribution  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  life  of  our  great 
President.  The  Rev.  Jesse  Head  is  a 
figure  of  whom  all  too  little  has  been 
known. 

"With    best    wishes    and    the    hope 
that  you  may  be  able  to  make  other 
similar  studies  in  the  future,  I  am, 
"Very  truly  yours, 

"Edward  A.  Henry, 


Lincoln's  parents,  appears  a  very  in- 
teresting character  in  the  early  times 
of  Kentucky. 

"Very  truly  yours, 

"Herbert  Putnam, 
"Librarian  of  Congress." 
"By     W.     A.      Slade,     Chief     Order 
Division." 

y/  Interstate    Commerce    Commission, 
Washington: 

"My      Dear      Mr.      Pence:  Mrs. 

McChord  and  I  have  greatly  enjoyed 
your  life  sketches  of  the  Rev.  Jesse 
Head.  This  pionerr  minister  held 
forth  in  the  (same  locality)  of  Wash- 
ington county  where  our  early 
ancestors  made  their  homes.  The 
many  orders  of  court,  and  other  facts 
connected  with  his  life  recited  in  your 
articles,  convinces  me  that  the  activi- 
ties of  the  Rev.  Jesse  Head  exceeded 
my  ideas  regarding  him. 

"Thanking  you,  I  remain,       ^  '♦■' 
"Yours  very  truly, 

"C.  C.  McChord."; 


Moorsfield  on  the  River  Chazy, 
Champlain,  New  York: 

"My  Dear  Mr.  Pence:  Having  read 
with  great  interest  the  scholarly 
'Paternity  of  Abraham  Lincoln'  by  Dr. 
(W.  E.  Barton,  it  is  especially  timely 
to  receive  from  you  the  two  excellent 
articles  on  Rev.  Jesse  Head.  I 
thank  you  for  the  thoughtful  kindness 
in  sending  them  to  me.  I  also  delight 
in  such  researches  into  the  early 
history  of  our  country,  and  I  appre- 
ciate the  vast  labor  with  which  you 
have  gathered  the  facts  presented. 
Many  of  the  really  great  men,  the 
pioneers,  now  practically  forgotten, 
even  in  the  localities  they  helped  to 
settle,  ai'e  hidden  in  these  musty 
records.  The  work  you  have  done, 
bearing  such  a  close  relation  to  the 
true    history    of    Abraham    Lincoln — 


W.  A.  Hunter,  son  of  Hon.  W. 
Godfrey  Hunter,  U.  S.  Minister  to 
Gautemala  and  Honduras  under  Presi- 
dent McKinley: 

"My  Dear  Mr.  Pence:  Your 
sketches  of  Rev.  Jesse  Head  deeply 
interests  me  in  the  features  of 
pioneer  life  in  Central  Kentucky.  I 
am  almost  a  worshipper  of  the  once 
earnest  and  devoted  pioneers.  The 
tomb  has  so  long  ago  closed  upon 
those  faithful  forerunners  of  our 
civilization  that  we  only  get  a  gleam 
of  them,  just  here  and  there,  from 
some  unearthed  records.  Your  work 
among  the  ancient  records  of  Wash- 
ington county  deserves  unstinted 
praise  regarding  the  facts  of  the 
minister  who  cemented  the  marriage 
bonds  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  parents. 
"Very  truly  yours, 

"W.  A.  Hunter." 

Office  of  the  Postmaster,  Chicago, 
111.: 

"A  word  of  appreciation  of  the  life 
sketches  of  Mr.  L.  S.  Pence. 

"Mr.  L.  S.  Pence's  life  sketches  of 
persons  in  the  early  period  of  Ken- 
tucky's history,  who  were  in  contact 
with  Abraham  Lincoln  or  his  parents 
and  other  close  relatives,  are  of  great 
significance  to  the  Nation  and  to 
Kentuckians  especially. 

"Abraham  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
great  men  of  the  Nineteenth  Century, 
and  a  genius.  To  know  and  under- 
stand the  environmental  factors  con- 
tributing to  his  gi-eatness,  it  is 
essential  that  we  learn  as  much  as 
possible  of  every  person  who  was 
associated  in  any  way  with  the 
Lincoln  family.  The  childhood  and 
youth  of  Abraham  Lincoln  were 
formative  and  definite  as  regards  his 
character  and  intellectual  power; 
although  born  a  genius,  he  neverthe- 
less received  superior  cultural  and 
spiritual  values  from  the  surroundincs 
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CHRISTIAN   EDUCATION    MONTHLY,   OFFI  C  I A  L  O  R  G  A  N 


KENTUCKY    CONFERENCE 
W.    E.    ARNOLD,    SECRETARY-TREASURER 


134    COLLEGE    ST. 

Winchester.   Kentucky 


Louis  A.   Warren, 
Morganfield,    Ky. 

My  dear    Sir:- 


Nov. 
2  9th 
19  22 


I  have   yours  of  Iqv,    27th.   concerning  the  editorial 
in  the   Central   Methodist  under   date   of  June   1,    1922.    The  old 
"  7/estern  Conference  "of  the  I.lethodist   Episcopal  Church  was  ^ 
organized   in  1800,  and  continued  as  the^iVestern  Conference  until 
Iblii.      The  minutes   of  this   Conference  have  "been  published  in 
book  f  cjrm  under   the  title,  "The  Hise   of  Llethodism  in  the   West_y 
being  a  Journal   of  the  7/estern  Conference  1800   -1811",    edited 
by  Wm.  Warren  Sweet,   Professor  of  History  in  DePauw  University. 
On  page  101  of  this  book  we  have  this  record,    "Who  are   ordained 
Deacons?     Ajet  IdcGuier,    Wm.   Pattison,   Anthony  Houston,    Joseph 
Oglesby,    John  LlcClure,   Abraham  Amos,    John  Meek,    Jesse  Head  and 
Abner  Leonard,  3^e   last   two    were  Local  Preachers,  "being      ' 
recommended  as  required  in  the  discipline".      So  you  see  my 
autnority  for  stating  tnat    Jesse  Head  was   ordained  a  Local 
Deacon  in  the  Lethodist   Episcopal  Church  by  Eishop  Francis 
Asbury.at   the  session  of  tne    'estern  Conference  held  at  tne 
home  of  Anthony  Houston^in  Scott   County,    iientucl^,    Oct.  2,1805. 
I  think  this    fully  answers  your  question  as    to  m^   authority 
for  the  statements  made   in  the  Central  :  ethodist^editorial,  ~- 

t^^^— ^ii:^^;^      I  regretted  very  much  that    I   culd  no"c  oe  presenu 
'^rfat   tue   dedication  oi  the  monuuienu  to  Jesse  Head   in  Harrodsburg 
a  fev/  weels  ago.      If  I   can  find  anything  further  bearing  upon 
the  history  of  Jesse   Head   i  will  be  glad  to  send  you  copy.      I 
presume  you  nave   already  oeen  in  comr^unication  witu  T,.    S.   Pence, 
of  Lebanon,    Ky.,  who  has    just   recently  written  an  extended  sketcix 
of  Jesse  Head.      I  think  in  that   he  gives  about  all  that    is  known 
concerning  thse     man. 


c 


^ 


Yery  truly  yours. 


.VEA^HN 


CP    .     ^^^-^^^9-^^,^ 


JESSE  HEAD  COMMISSION 

GIVEN  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


An  old  commission  from  Kentucky's  1 
first  governor,  iJsaac  Shelby,  appoint-  j 
ing  the  Rev.  Jesse  Head,  of  Harrods- 
burg,   county   judge    of    Mercer,    was 
presented  to  the  Hiarrods.burg  Histor- 
ical  Society  as  a  gift  from   Mr.  and  | 
Mrs.  Philip  Tuley,  of  Louisville.    Mrs.  j 
Tuley  is  a  descendant  of  Rev.  Jesse  | 
Head,   who    performed    the    marriage ' 
ceremony    for    Thomas    iLincoln    and , 
Nancy    Hanks,   parents    of    President ! 
Lincoln.     This  valuable  relic  will   be  , 
framed  and  hung  in  the  Lincoln  Room  ' 
jat    the    Park    'Mansion    iMuseum,    in  | 
I  which   now  hangs   a   portrait   of  the  I 
j  old    pioneer    preacher. — ^Harrodsburg 
I  Herald.    Vvtn^     K^*f> 
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JuX7  20,   1938 


MjT  d«ar  Madaat 

Practloally  all  I  was  alila  to  learn  about  Jesse 
Head  I  incorporated  1ji  my  book  "Lincoln'  s  Parentage  and 
Childhood/  which  you  will  find  in  the  Springfield  Library. 

You  ml^t  also  write  Mr.   D.  M.  Hutton,  who  is  a 
direct  descendant  of  Jesse  Head,  and  nho  still  lives  in 
Harrodtbiarg,  Kentxidky,   where  Mr.  Head  lived  so  many  years. 

He  is  Tsry  much  interested  in  the  family,  but 
possibly  the  descent  may  cotas  throxi^h  his  wife's  people, 
but,   nevarthelesi,   you  will  most  certainly  rgcaive  assist- 
cmce  from  them,      I  could  not  go  baok  further  for  infonoa- 
tion  than  they  cm  ^ve  you,   I  am  s\are,  although  if  you 
plan  to  do  something  d-^finlte  in  the  way  of  writing  a  pono- 
graph on  Reyerend  Jesse  Head  I  might  be  able   to  dig  out 
from  my  Washington  County  records  a  few  more  references  to 
him. 

If  after  corresponding  with  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Hutton 
you  are   s  ill  in  need  of  information  idiidi  you  think  pos- 
sibly I  might  fuxxiith,   I  will  be  very  glad  to  near  from 
you. 

Very  truly  yours. 


IiiLW:3B  Director 
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kaeyi%%  19,  1938 


Mr.  Olaan  L.  Head 
1701  Dial  CovLTt 
Springfield,  Zllinoit 

My-  dear  Mr.  Readi 

Pos  aibly  yotL  are  not  familiar  titth  the  faot 
that  maoy  years  ago  a  oartain  attorney  in  Kentudky  by 
the  naoe  of  L.     S.  ?snt     and  now  llras  near  Barttiotn 
wrote  a  series  of  sketohee  on  the  life  of  Hevarend  Jesaa 
Head.     I  tliini:  pro^balily  they  contain  .about  all  Uiat  the 
records  of  'Centuolgr  contain  with  reference  to  hira, 

I  regret  to  say  that  we  do  not  hare  here  any 
record  of  Jesse  Head    prior  to  fue  Kentuoky  da^'s. 

liQ  do  have  a  very  interesting  curio,  an  old 
theologioal  book;  which  has  Jesse  Head*  $  signature  in  it 
and  also  his  name  inscribed  in  gold  on  the  leather  bound 
)>ook.     Wo  acquired  this  sosai  years  ago. 

If  wo  do  find  anythir^  at  sill  about  the  ''aryland 
Beads,  we  will  be  pleased  to  adTlse  you. 

7eiy  sinoorely  yours  # 


ULWtSB  Director 


Hitgr  2k,  19^ 


1829  Lorchaont  Ave. 
CSiloagOj  Illinois 

Soar  Mrs.  Ownbegri 

I  hare  Just  written  to  sake  acua 
Ixk^uiry  about  the  Head  l^ook  iriiicli  you  aention  azid 
Ixkaoamch  ae  I  vlll  te  in  ijKitWiTsj  June  3,  it  is 
possible  I  maj  "be  able  to  get  in  touch  vith 
vho  aaj  lounr  nhere  it  is  located* 

Of  course^  ve  vill  be  pleased  to 
advise  you  if  any  infomation  is  forthecainc. 

Tez7  truly  yours. 


LMTiBB 


JMLreetor 


Itoy  2h,  I9I1O 


Vtea.  lattie  lead  WLoTama 
djnthijKaa,  Mmtvelkj 

Hf  dear  itadoii 

Ve  have  reoantly  'b««n  adTlMd 
that  aevavml  jeare  a^  thera  exlstad  an  old 
record  book  ]Eept  by  Ba7*  Jeaaa  Bead. 


It  aeJM  to  have  been  in  ana 
of  the  Bead 


Ve  vara  adrlaed  that  inaamtfh  aa 
you  are  a  MBbatr  of  the  laid  faally^  you  ali^t  knov 
tha  iftiaraabouta  of  thla  old  record  book. 


Z  lived  in  Santuoliy  a  flraat 
years  and  haiae  often  ba«i  in  Qynthiana  but  I  do  not 
recall  that  I  erar  art  aoy  asiibara  of  tha  lead  faaily 
there. 

ilny  Inf oxsation  yon  aii^t  be  able  to 
give  ae  about  the  ttfiereabouta  of  thia  old  book  vill  be 
greatly  appreciated. 

Taiy  tru3/  youra^ 


IMftBS  Director 

P.  8.    I  intend  to  be  at  the  College  of  the  Bible 
oelebtration  in  Lexington,  Bantuoky  Jtoie  5  «nd  Ir  the 
old  book  can  be  located,  I  vould  like  rery  suh  to 
hsfe  the  opportunity  of  looking  it  orer. 
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Mrs,  C.  C.  Ownbey 

1829  larchmont  avenue 

chicago,  illinois 
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October  10,  19^1 


Mrs.  Buth  H.  McOann 
62;^  NBgnolla 
ChloagOf  111. 

Hy  dear  Madam  t 

Tou  vlll  pleaae  find  encloeed  another  little  bulletin 
on  Jeeee  Head,  vhlch  you  night  vleh  to  hare.  If  you  write  to 
Mr.  Htttton,  Editor  of  the  Harrodeburg  Herald  at  Earrodaburg, 
Centuoky,  I  think  you  can  aecure  nore  Infomatlon  about  the  Head 
faally.  I  believe  both  Mr.  Button  and  his  vlfe  are  related  to 
the  Heads.  \ 

Ve  have  a  Bales  Department  vlth  our  organization  here 
vhlch  could  sell  one  of  my  books  to  you  for  $1.00  and  I  vould 
be  pleased  to  autograph  It. 

Very  truly  yours. 


IAV:1B  Director 

Snc. 


'h. 


J.    WINSTDN     CDLEMAN,    JR. 

WINBURN      FARM      -      RUSSELL     CAVE      RDAD 

LEXINGTON,     KENTUCKY 

October  26,    1944 

Dr.   Louis  '.farren, 

Linooln  National  Life   Insurance   Co, 

Fort  l/a:/TLe,   Indiana, 

Dear  Dr,  V/arren: 

I  am  v/riting  an  article   on  Rev,   Jesse  Head  and  the  Lin- 
coln I'larriage  Temple,    for  the   December   issue   of  The  Lincoln  Herald,   at 
Harrogate,   Tenn,    I  am  rujining   into  some   difficulties  about   Rev,  Head, 
his  date   of  birth,  marriage,    etc, and  vrould   like   to  get  your  idea  as 
to  v/hich   statements  to  use, 

i\s  to  the   date   of  birth  of  Rev,   Jesse  Head,   You  and  Dr, 
Barton  seem  to  agree  that    it  v/as  June   10,    1768,   vet   on  Head^s  monument  ^ 

—    ^  a  ^ 

in  the   cemetery  at  Harrodsburg,   and  the   one  that   Dr,   Barton  spoke  at,"*^^ 
there   is  the  date   of  January  39,   1768,  Eoyj  can  this  be? 

Nov/  as  to  the    date  of  marriage   of  Jesse  Plead  and  Jane   Ram- 
sey, You  state  that   it  v/as  January  7,    1739,   and  Dr,  Barton  has  it  tv/o 
days  later,   on  January  9th, 

Also  the  place  and  date  or  Jesse  Head*s  "ordination"   as  a 

deacon.  You   state   it  v;as  at  Griffiths  and  Dr.  Barton  says   it  v/as  at 

Anthony  Houston *s,  V.Tiat,    in  your  opinion,    is  the   date,    October  2  or  3rd, 

1805?   I  have   seen  statements  that  it  vras  both, 

Again,   do  you  have   the   date   of   the   birth  of  Jane  Ramsey 

cU^ajU    I  o      ■ '^ — "x 

whom  Jesse  Head  married?  V/as    it  June   10th  or  June   19th,    1768? 

•[ 

I  have  also   seen  statements  that   she  was   from  Bradford 


and  Bedford  Coumty,   Pennsylvania,   I  believe   you  say  it  was  Bedford  County, 
and  this   seems  more   logical,   as   it  v/as  the  next   county  to  Heads   Just 
across  the  Pennsylvania   line,  v/hile  Bradford  County  is   in  the  northern 
part  and  far  distant  from  Frederick  County,  MarylaiCld, 

Very  cordially  yours  JHr^  '  AnJ  i^^^S^^ 


Hovember  2,   19^1^ 


Nr.  J.  Winston  Coleaan,  Jr. 
Vlhbum  Farm 
Buseell  Care  Boad 
Lexington,  K^. 

Hjr  doer  Mr.  Coleaen: 

I  am  pleased  indeed  that  you  are  to.  do  flomething  to  try  end 
straighten  out  the  BeT.  Jeese  Bead  story  as  there  hare  been  a  great 
auiny  tradltloua  in  circulation  and  a  gre«t  Muny  erroneous  dates  hare 
crept  into  the  history. 

Even  now  I  am  not  sure  of  some  of  the  dates  as  they  are  in 
conflict . 

The  first  man  to  do  az>y  considerable  vork  on  Bev.  Jesse  Bead 
vas  an  attorney  named  Lafe  Fence  long  since  dead  who  as  early  as 
1921  puhlished  a  story  of  Jesse  Bead  in  a  series  of  several  broadsides. 
In  the  first  printed  article  of  April  2,  1921  he  meices  this  statement, 
exact  oopy  as  follows  in  handvrltizig  of  Eev.  Jesse  Head.  "Jesse  Bead, 
son  of  Villlam  Edverd  Head,  vas  ham  Juno  10,  I766  in  Frederlclc  County, 
Maryland." 

"Jazie  Bamsey,  dau£^ter  of  Bohert  and  Susaaa  E,  Hnmsey,  bom 
April  19,  1772  in  Bedford  County,  Pennsylvania." 

"Jesse  Head  and  Jane  Bamsey  vere  married  hy  Bev.  Bruce 
on  January  9,   1789." 

The  ahove  quotations  look  as  if  they  may  have  been  taken 
from  an  old  family  Bll>le  but  I  rather  think  these  dates  can  be  relied 
upon  although  Mr.  Button  whose  wife  vas  a  great  great  granddaughter 
of  Jesae  Head  gives  the  hirth  of  Jane  B^msey  as  April  10,  1768  end  the 
place  of  her  birth  as  Bradford  Instead  of  Bedford  County  so  you  vill 
see  hcnr  hopelessly  confuaed  ve  are  vith  respect  to  theee 

With  resiwct  to  the  date  and  place  of  Jesse  Head's 
r»c«ption  into  the  Nsthodist  Church  ve  find  in  Bedford's  Methodism 
in  Kentucky,  Volxime  1,  Pegs  kSk,   this  statement,  "The  Western 
Conference  of  l8o^  vea  held  cL  JBb^ffith  in  Scott  County,  Kentucky, 
conmencing  October  2."  From  "The  Bise  of  Methodism  in  the  Vesf^ 
on  page  101  under  the  date  of  Octoher  3,  IdO^  ve  find  a  citation 
that  Jesse  Head  "a  local  preacher"  end  eight  others  "are  ordained 
deacons . " 

I  think  this  vill  allov  you  to  ooms  to  aoBe  conclusion  as 
to  vhat  statements  e«Ml  to 


J 


Mr.  J.  Winaton  Coleman,  Jr.  lofember  2,   19lv4 

-2- 

If  ve  can  h^   of  further  aaalstance  do  not  fall  to  call 
upon  U8 . 

Vary  truly  your a, 
LAW:VM  Director 
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31Z3    PARK    BLVD.,    OAKLAND    ID,    CALIF. 
PHONE     GL.     2-2363 


^.    ^Bnh 


FORMER 

INSTRUCTOR     IN     SPEECH 

DRAMATIC     AND     DEBATE     COACH 

IN      HIC3H      SCHOOLS     AND     COLLEGES 

INTERPRETER      OF     PLAYS,      SACRED     AND      SECULAR     LITERATURE 

LECTURER,    RADIO    AND    STAGE    PERFORMER 

WRITER    AND    PRODUCER     OF    PLAYS,    PAQEANTS,     ETC. 


OAKLAND,     CALIFORNIA 

Dr.    Louie  A.   Y/arren 

Lincoln  national  Life.    Ins.    Co. 

rt.   Wayne,    Ind. 

Dear  Dr.   M'arren: 

I    ixm.   cendinr;-  you   today   a   crpy   of    the  lTation£-.l 
Republic  i/agazine   for  ITov.   v/ith  a.n  article   of  mine    of   tne'. 
Way  Lincoln  C-ave   the   Gettyuhurg  y^ddret^c   and  ny   rez.Bonz   for 
knowing  why  he    c'^Ye    it   just    that   woy,    and  not   the   v/ay  T.ior;i*t    of 
us   hee.r   it   today. 

It    i:.    important    to  know  ju£t   hov;  Lincoln   did  give    this,    and 
it    occurred   to    ,ae   that    it  might   be   a   good  advert icei.ient      stunt 
for  you   company,    ac   v/ell   as      an  educational  ve  •turc   for  r-ublic 
E:--rvice  .to  print    several   thousands   of   these'    in  nice   f 01^:1., 
with  a  picture   of  -Lincoln   and  Jesse   Head,    or  any   other  wcr^y 
you  wanted,    for  free    distribution,      I    am   quite    certain   they 
could   oe   gotten   inVthe    schools. 

I    10   not   thinlc   the    inf o:'mi:.tion   given   there    Qi-.a   'oe   furnisha 
by   any   living  person  today. 

Y/hat    do   you   tlink?      Don't   you   tiiink   it   vould    oe   a   good  business 
as  v.^ell   as  pub:  io    ser'/ice    inyestmenfi 

I    hove   traced  my   ancestry    back   to  Ky,      There    is  just    one  iiissing 
link   to    connect  ine  with  Jesse.      Bigger   and  \'?illiajn  Head     migrated 
to  Hi^rhland  Co^Ohio,    in   IcOO,    :r.  rom  Ky.      If  1    coji   find  what    relation 
they  v/ere   to  Jesse,    the  problem  is   solved.      -  -'ey   ctjue    originally 
from  I'aryland.      Can  you   give  rae    --^ny   information?     Bigger  v:as  my 
great   grand  father. 

I    shall   be   glad  to    he-...r  from  you  an  .1  hope   your   com  any  will 
print   the   article,    for   outGi';!e    of  personal  pride   I   want   this 
information  about   the   speech  broadcast   e   erywhere. 


Yourr    cor'-'i-Hi 


FOR     PROFESSIONAL     INFORMATION     ABOUT     MR.      MEAD     SEC     OTHER     5IO£. 


'In  a  class  by  himself."  A  Bishop  of  the  Methodist  church. 


"He   makes   immortal   characters   live." 

Pastor  of  one  of  the  largest  churches 

of  the  Baptist  denomination. 


Professional  information  about  PROF.  W.  H.  HEAD,  M.A.;  M.O.;  B.Sc.T.;  D.D. 

Graduate  and  post  graduate,  School  of  Oratory,   Chicago. 

Graduate  in  Arts   and   Theological   departments.    University  of  Chicago. 

Graduate  work  under  Dr.  Richard  Green  Moulton  of  Modern  Readers'  Bible  fame;  and  Dr.  Edgar  Good- 
speed,  translator  of  the  Bible  into  modern  idiomatic  English. 

Graduate  work  in  English  literature  and  speech  work  in  three  major  universities. 

Minister  for  eighteen  years  in  prominent  Methodist  churches.  Platform  lecturer  and  interpreter  and  dra- 
matic reader,  actor  and  radio  speaker.  First  person  to  produce  "JOB"  as  a  stage  drama,  traveling  with  his  own 
company,  playing  the  stellar  role.  First  person  to  give  dramatic  readings  over  the  radio  (KHJ  Los  Angeles, 
California). 

Specialist  in  dramatic  interpretations  of  the  Books  of  the  Bible.  Only  person  on  the  platform  dramatically 
reading  the  immortal  "The  Pilgrim's  Progress". 

■Writer  of  stories,  poems,  pageants,   etc.,   for  stage  and  platform  production. 

Once  teacher  and  head  of  Speech  departments  of  Western  Theological  Seminary,  Chicago;  Heidelberg  Uni- 
versity, (Ohio);  Cornell  College  (Iowa);  Occidental  College  (Los  Angeles);  Head  of  Speech  and  Drama  in  High 
School  in  Alhambra,  Calif.  (5  yrs.);  Los  Angeles  20  yrs.  Teacher  of  some  of  the  most  famous  radio  and  movie 
stars  now  before  the  public. 

Retired  from  active  school  work  to  do  platform  interpretative  work  for  schools,  clubs,  and  churches. 

Only  person  ever  giving  a  PERSONALLY  IN'VITED  performance  of  Mr.  Riley's  own  writings  in  the  home 
of  James  Whitcomb  Riley. 

Descendant  of  the  Rev.  Jessie  Head,  minister  who  performed  the  long  disputed  marriage  ceremony  of 
Abraham  Lincoln's  father  and  mother;  worked  in  law  offices  of  THOSE  WHO  KNEW  LINCOLN.  Lecturer 
on  Lincoln,  including  interpretation  of  the  famous  Gettysburg  Speech  as  LINCOLN  GAVE  IT.  No  one  else 
does  it  nowadays  in  that  way— received  this  information  from  a  relative  who  heard  the  speech.  Father  knew  Lincoln. 


Lectures  and  interpretation  on  Lincoln: 

""The  Influence  of  D's,  T's,  and  P's  on  Lincoln's  Life" 

""If  Booth  Had  Missed  on  That  Fatal  Night" 

""Lincoln  and  New  Salem,  111." 

"The  Gettysburg  Address" 

"Battle  of  Gettysburg" 

Thaddeus  Stevens,  Lincoln  and  Johnson 

"He  Knew  Lincoln  "       ^ 

""A  Perfect  Tribute"        f 


Dramatic  readings 


"All  your  readings  were  powerfully  and  interest- 
ingly presented.    You  have  no  superior  in  inter- 
pretation."    Col.  Geo.  Bain,  one  time  "dean"  of 
the  Chautauqua  platform. 


"You  read  my  writings  better  than  I  do  myself" 

James  "Whitcomb  Riley,  Ph.D.  (on  readings  done 

by  invitation  in  Riley's  own  home.) 


March  Ik,   19^0 


Mr.  M.H.  Head 

3123  Park  Boulevard 

Oakland  10,  California 

Dear  Mr. Heads 

We  have  had  lauch  correspondence  with  the 
descendants  of  Jesse  llead  and  s^tee  of  then,  as  far 
as  I  can  learn,  have  been  able  to  trace  tlxe  relation* 
ship  between  Digger  and  Jesse  iiead. 

It  lu  pretty  veil  confinaed  that  Bigger  and 
Susanna,  raovcd  from  Maryland  to  Washington  County  about 
1795/  posarjly  by  the  way  of  Borth  Carolina*  Jesse  Head 
and  Jane,  his  wife,  were  witnesses  to  Bigger  HMd'^i  will 
nade  in  ldl6.  Bigger  Head  died  in  1319* 

While  the  supposition  is  tliat  taey  were  brothers, 
yet  this  fact  has  not  been  establisned*  It  is  fairly  i^ll 
confirned  t^iat  tliere  Mas  a  William  Mead  woo  was  a  brother 
of  Jesse,  but  we  very  much  need  the  Frederick  County, 
Mu^land  records  to  shov;  the  relations  ^ip . 

With  respect  to  the  littls  article  on  t  \e  Gfettysbxirg 
Address,  I  night  say  we  jblvq   already  printed  one  or  two 
panpblets,  onv  which  I  take  tiie  pleasiire  in  sending  under 
sepcurate  cover* 

I  do  not  think  we  would  have  any  occasion  to  re- 
print tre  one  you  have  written  in  the  National  Republic. 

Very  truly  yours. 


LAW: SB  Director 


HARTFORD 

FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


WALLACE  M.  HEAD 

F.  E.  Whitford  Agency 

Valenti  Block 

KENDALLVILLE.  INDIANA 


March   14,    1950 

Dr.    Louis  A.   Vi/arren 

Director  -   The   Lincoln  National  Life    Foundation 

Fort    vVayne,    Indiana 

Dear  Dr,    Vi^arren; 

It  is  exceedingly  difficult  for  me  to  find  adequate  words 
to  express  my  own  as  well  as  the  Lion's  Club's  appreciation 
for  the  splendid  lecture  you  gave  before  the  Club  last 
night. 

A  great  many  of  the  members  who  are  business  men  here  have 
complimented  me  this  morning  on  my  being  able  to  bring  you 
here,  and  many  said  it  was  the  best  lecture  they  had  heard 
in  their  lives,  and  they  especially  mentioned  your  excellent 
manner  of  delivery. 

I  wonder  if  you  have  a  copy  of  your  lecture,  or  if  it  would 
be  possible  to  secure  one  which  could  be  printed  in  our 
local  newspaper  or  which  could  be  given  to  proper  persons 
in  our  schools  --  in  keeping  with  the  aims  of  Lionism  for 
better  government,  etc.  —  so  the  coming  generation  could 
understand  better  the  noble  principles  of  Lincoln. 

I  shall  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  you. 

Again  thanking  you  most  sincerely,  I  am 


Wallace  M.  Head 
Valenti  Block 
Kendallville,  Ind, 


Yours  trijQ^     .         /n 


P,§.  clou.  fiMAJi    y  CLiU>.    CXAA^a-A^^  ^^pfsr     (/ <»-<a  "fc> 


YEAR   IN   AND  YEAR  OUT  YOULL  DO   WELL   WITH   THE   HARTFORD 
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Harch  17,  1950 


Mr.  Wallace  M*  Ilead 
Valenti  Block 
Kendallvllle ,  Indiana 

Hy  dear  Mr*  H<sad: 

Tbank  you  for  your  very  kind  and  appreciative 
letter  of  March  Ik,   and  I  regret  to  say  that  I  do  not 
have  available  the  exact  words  I  used  in  ray  speech, 
but  I  am  sending  under  separate  cover  a  little  pamphlet 
that  ■was  prepared  for  schools  some  years  ago,  vhicli 
aight  answer  your  purpose. 

Of  course  I  have  a  great  many  calls  to  speak, 
but  I  ain  not  accepting  many  Just  at  present  because  of 
quite  a  h«avy  office  schedule,  having  been  avay  for 
several  veeks,  and  I  find  it  takes  a  long  tine  to  catcii 
up,  so  ve  arc  turning  down  inost  of  these  requeste  for 
spaaking  engagenents* 

Thank  you,  nevertheless,  for  your  villingneas 
to  cosnoend  me  before  other  groups. 

Very  truly  yours, 
L&V:EB  Director 


April  7,  X950 


Mr.  Harley  G.  HmA 
926  NEuryland  Avenue 
Syracuse,  ITev  York 

^^  dear  Mr.  Head: 

Tvo  or  thrae  veek»  ago  I  Imd  occasion  to 
speat  before  a  group  at  KendallvlUe^  Indiana,  to 
which  your  brother,  M.H-  Head,  belongs. 

Ete  suggested  you  raight  be  Interested  in 
80u«  Infomatlon  ue  have  gathered  about  Jsssc  Head, 
vho  performed  the  oarrlage  ceremotqr  of  Thooas  Lincoln 
and  i^ancy  nanks. 

Va  are  sending  edong  em  Item  or  two  and,  if 
you  are  ever  travelling  In  this  direction,  I  tnink 
you  could  learn  very  nmch  about  the  family  by  visiting 
our  library  here  at  Fort  Wayne.   Hope  we  oBy   xiave  a 
visit  froQ  you  BOine  time* 

Very  truly  youre. 


LAW:SB  Director 
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IT  WAS  JULY  3.  Tlie 
air  was  liot  and  sul- 
try. Let  us  orient 
ourselves  to  tlie  al- 
ready bloody  Held  of 
Gettysburg. 

Two  great  armies — 
Federal  and  Confeder- 
ate— aggregating    100,- 

000  men,    had    already 
met      each      other      in 

bloody   combat   of  two       

days.     These  two  strug-      ^^^^^^^^^^^^^"■"■""^ 
gles  had  given  consid- 
erable   advantage    to    General    Lee,    but    he    had    not 
cruslied  Federal  opposition,  and  his  advance  into  the 
North  liad  at  least  been  temporarily  checked. 

But  great  ])lans  had  been  laid  for  this  day  by  tlie 
intreped  leader  of  the  South.  By  one  fell  charge, 
destined  to  be  one  of  the  most  famous  of  the  world's 
history,  he  hoped  to  sweep  away  the  opposing  lines  of 
Blue  and  continue  further  his  already  successful  inva- 
sion of  the  North. 

Many  of  Lee's  generals,  including  his  principal  one, 
Longstreet,  opposed  the  proposed  plan  as  too  desper- 
ate and  dangerous;  but  Lee  re- 
lied  on   his   usually  good  judg- 
ment and  insisted  that  it  be  car- 
ried out. 

In  tlie  early  afternoon  of  that 
famous  and  fatal  day  of  July  3, 
1863,  after  a  dead  silence,  a 
single  gun  boomed  out  a  signal 
from   the   Confederate   position. 

Then  a  terrific  bombardment 
followed  in  an  attempt  to  silence 

the  Union  pieces  on  the  opposite  side.  The  Federal 
guns  responded  in  like  manner,  and  for  two  hours  the 
thundering  went  on.  No  such  cannonading  was  ever 
heard  before  on  land  or  sea.  The  ground  trembled  as 
by  an  earthquake.  All  the  devils  in  hell  seemed  to  be 
holding  high  carnival.  No  command  could  be  heard 
above  the  shrieking  shot  and  shell.  The  flash  of  guns 
pierced  the  air  like  lightning  sabers,  cutting  the  dark 
clouds  of  dust  and  mist  that  rose  from  their  blasts. 
The  Union  forces  crouched  low  to  the  ground  and 
many  missiles  went  over  their  heads. 

After  two  hours  the  firing  ceased, 
half  hour  the  Confederate  army  was 
forming  just  below  the  brow  of  Semi- 
nary Ridge.  Two  separate  lines  of 
triple  ranks  were  formed.  Pickett's 
three  brigades  of  5,000  were  to  attack 
in  front.  Pettigrew  and  Trimble  were 
to  charge  in  second  and  third  lines  of 
battle  to  support  Pickett. 

Alexander,  the  Chief  of  Artillery, 
sent  word  to  Pickett,  "If  you  are  com- 
ing, for  God's  sake  come  now.  I  am 
running  out  of  ammunition  or  my 
guns  may  not  be  able  to  support  you." 

Pickett  rode  up  to  Longstreet.    "Shall 

1  move  now,  General  Longstreet?" 
Longstreet,  who  knew  that  Pickett's 

men  were  moving  forward  to  certain 
death,  and  who,  himself,  did  not  favor 
the  charge,  turned  his  tear-stained 
eyes  away,  did  not  speak,  but  only 
silently  nodded  his  head. 

"Then  I  shall  lead  my  division  for- 
ward," answered  Pickett,  and  moved 
away. 


A  BATTLE  LOST  THAT 
SAVED  A  NATION 

By  DR.  W.  H.  HEAD 


Dr.    Head's 

father  knew   and 

cam- 

paigned 

for 

Abraham     Lincoln, 

his 

ancestor, 

the 

Rev.    Jesse    Head, 

per- 

formed 

the 

marriage     ceremony     of     1 

Lincoln's 

father  and   mother. 

For  the  next 


A  line  of  glistening 
steel  near]}'  a  mile  long 
and  three  ranks  deej) 
moved  down  the  sloj)- 
ing  Seminary  Ridge 
and  across  the  level 
sjtace  befoi-e  them.  At 
tlie  same  lime.  Mead's 
guns  on  tlie  ojiposite 
ridge  broke  forth,  rain- 
ing a  merciless  slaugh- 

ter    of   shot    and    shell 

^"'"^^^^~^^^"^"^^"'^°~"       upon    them.      Steadily, 

undaunted,  grim  and 
determined  they  moved  irresistably  onward.  As  men 
fell  others  closed  up  their  ranks  and  moved  forward 
shoulder  to  shoulder  at  quick   step. 

Half  way  across  the  field  Pickett  gave  the  order, 
"Left  oblique."  Calmly,  as  though  on  dress  parade, 
they  paused,  changed  their  direction,  forty-five  de- 
grees. Then,  "Forward  front,"  and  the  column  moved 
straight  dowm  upon  the  enemies'  position. 

Eighty  Federal  guns  swept  their  ranks,  slaughtering 
men  and  officers.  A  long  line  of  Blue  arose  from 
behind  a  stone  fence  and  poured  in  a  heavy  fire  of 
musketry,  and  then  retreated. 
"Save  your  strength  and  am- 
munition," cried  Garnet,  as  the 
men  began  to  answer  with  scat- 
tered fire.  Without  slacking 
pace,  the  veterans  reloaded  their 
guns  and  went  on  at  quick-step. 
Reaching  a  rail  fence,  they 
leaped  over  it.  Breaking  ranks 
at  this,  the  brigade  showed  the 
cool  courage  and  contempt  for 
death.  They  heard  the  command,  "Halt ;  fall  in  ;  right 
dress,"  and,  with  shells  bursting  above  and  around 
them  they  stopped  and  "right  dressed"  their  lines,  and 
then  obeyed  the  next  order  "Double  quick." 

Suddenly,  at  their  right  was  seen  a  long  line  of  dark 
men  advancing  at  right  angles  to  them.  The  Unionists 
with  their  glittering  bayonets  were  advancing  to 
flank  them. 

"Faster,  men!  We  are  almost  there!"  cried  Garnet, 
then  went  down  among  his  dead.  The  men  ruslied  on 
toward  the  stone  fence,  from  behind  which  the  Fed- 
eral batteries  poured  their  deadly  missiles.    The  flank- 


Headquarters  of  General  Lee  at  Gettysburg 
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L'mcohi  Delivers  Famous  Address  at  Gettysburg 


ing  force  of  Uuionists  struck  them.  The  guns  mowed 
them  down.  Tliey  leaped  the  wall,  bayonetting  and 
clubbing  tlie  gunners.  They  struggled  hand  to  hand. 
Men  fell  on  both  sides  with  gaping  wounds  and 
crushed  skulls.  Groans,  prayers,  curses  filled  the  air, 
while  dead  and  dying  bodies  streAved  the  ground. 

This  was  not  Avarfare!  It  was  murder!  No  human 
being  can  withstand  such  punishment.  For  a  moment, 
and  for  a  moment  only,  the  Stars  and  Bars  waved  over 
the  ridge  and  tlien  went  down.  The  gallant  forces 
of  the  South  fell  back  in  confusion  leaving  two-thirds 
of  their  number  either  dead  or  dying  or  prisoners  in 
the  hands  of  their  enemy. 

Thus  ended  in  confusion  one  of  the  most  famous 
charges  of  history— A  LOST  CHARGE  THAT  SAVED 
A  NATION.  So  ended  a  three  days'  battle  tliat  was 
prematurely  started  by  the  search. of  a  pair  of  shoes, 
and  ended  in  a  charge  of  death — a  battle  in  which  Lee 
lost  22,000  men  and  Mead  18,000. 

On  November  of  that  same  year  of  1865,  my  uncle, 


a  Major,  was  again  on  tJiat 
same  field,  now,  not  as  a 
struggling  contestant,  but 
as  a  jx'aceful  guard  to  a 
I'rcsich'iit  wiio  proclaimed 
woid.s,  not  of  animosity, 
luit  of  peaceful  jiortent,  as 
immortal  as  that  ciiarge 
itself,  "tliat  govej-nmciit  of 
tlie  j)eople,  by  tlie  people, 
for  tlic  ])('opIc  shall  not 
pciisli    I'liini    llii-  (sirtli."" 

Years  altci-,  as  a  boy,  I 
lieai'd  from  tlie  lips  of  that 
uncle  the  story  of  Gettys- 
l)urg,  and  heard  repeated 
in  vivid  recollection  and 
imitory  by  voice,  word, 
gesture  and  emjihasis  upon 
many  occasions  that  tlii-ee- 
minute  speech  of  Lincoln. 
Such  story  and  such 
imitative  recitals  l)urned 
into  my  very  soul  the  love 
of  Lincoln,  with  an  almost 
divine  reverence  for  his  personality  and  his  famous 
speech  celebrating  an  occasion  that  settled  forever  the 
question  of  whether  "Government  of  the  people,  by  the 
people,  for  the  people  shall  .  .  .  perish  from  the  earth." 
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DoormlKr  n.  1663.' 


■  n  neat  nation.conceio<<>  ux  Ub<riij.<in6  i^aicicai'  to  thr  p«»pooiIt&u  thoToU  nwn 
,.  ate  caaAi  (quoL 

I ?ou>  uv  cvae  en^fx^i)  in  a  Qrfoit xrivil wrir, vea&aguMHn  ihtsrnaXton oratm nolixn 
sx>  coacexxx^  no^  Mpttuoxtib,  can  \cnq  eatuit.  XLk  ait  mex  en  a  gceca  baxAt 
^tU!>  c^'is>xirwax\  CCf  \\avt  <MtU  »  txcUccOi  a  porlii^  ofAxar  firtd  ao  a  ^aal  iftjlu^ 
•Antce  ^ir  jJawx  w)w  heu  gaur  Jhrir  Uwo  ihar  Jhai  noiioii  migWli"*.  IrktalcogrtKer 

S  lining  <Md  fitojicr  tJutt'uv  shatilb  ^oltuA. 

ut;iji  aXai^n-  oenaf.x»e  eamxor  ^<^u■att  -«*  cannrt '  ctniattraa  -  u»  ^atattt ' 
halUnt>-  ritia  gvamb.ijiitc  baxM  nwii.Uuin^  on*  iteob.xntio  sGiiflftl**  b«!f .  ho»f 
cono«-«ntt4>  ir  (<V  abcite  our  poor  pouvr  M  abb  xjr  bttfaet:  (ahc  morlb  imU  latU 
xtett  itoi  Um^  umumUvr  joliatuv  fxni  lutr,  bur  ir  tcxix  ntaer  (m^et^tvhM'au^  tib 
<tMte.  If  io  jor  iis.ilK  liCTng.nBRirr.O)  lir  belicaub  li««  »  ilK  xuxfitxiahtb  uiorfc  jvhidi 
]itO|  isha  ^ougld  hrrc  luMX  tJjuo  (or  m>  iioi>b| oAuoiwed.  Irlri  lattirr  (oriio  tb  t>e 
bed  acMcaltMo  Jhi'  (jjvartaj*  iniKjiniiig  tVfOtf  uo-  jjiaj^om  riwoc  lton«^vi>  beab 
j«Kil«c  incrcj*.*  ivw<lii>ti  «>  OxoKau^x  fir  iplikh  ihrt)  ooiv  ihe  Uuft  fiil  ttuuauof 
if\MvrKnt.lliiM  av  Ixne  hi^ Ji)  irooii\-  thai  ijfco*  1*91^  olwJl  mif  iKur  tieb  in  aaia.iSvr 
ll«WBaJii>ti,im6frOoi>  3(i«ill  tone  a  iiav  liirti<  of  fieelunx:  aixb  xixat  govenxittexit-tif 
]imve4>\ieM\  du-  |w«pl«-,(in-!lR'  pe4>\ic.eitall  twrpmxsii  focmi  iHe  enxtti.    '       ^^ 


Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address 


-^ 


Coddling  "Uncle  Joe" 

{Continued  from  Page  8) 

wonders  of  the  night.  President  Roosevelt  and  his 
party  occupied  the  Livadia  Palace.  Stalin  and  his 
group  resided  in  the  Yusupovsky  (Koreis  Villa)  Pal- 
ace— once  owned  by  Prince  Yusupov,  the  reputed 
slayer  of  Rasputin.  President  Roosevelt  is  reported 
to  have  presided  at  the  sessions. 

Congressman  B.  Carroll  Reece  of  Tennessee  deliv- 
ered an  illuminating  address  on  March  19,  1951.  The 
alibi  for  Yalta  was  to  get  Stalin  in  the  Japanese  War. 
Yet  we  are  advised :  "two  days  before  Roosevelt  left 
for  Yalta  he  had  in  his  hands  a  40-page  memorandum 
from  General  MacArthur  outlining  overtures  of  the 
Japanese  for  peace.  The  Japs  asked  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  their  Emperor.  Four  months  later  they  asked 
for  the  same  after  the  dropping  of  the  atom  bomb  on 
Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki.  Yet,  at  Yalta  I'resident 
Roosevelt  'bribed'  Soviet  Russia  to  get  into  the  war 
against  Japan  by  handing  over  to  Russia,  Manchuria 
and  outer  Mongolia,  Sakhalin,  Kuriles,  Port  Arthur, 
and  Northern  Korea.     A  few  weeks  earlier,  at  Cairo, 


President  Roosevelt  had  solemnly  promised  Chiang 
Kai-shek  that  Manchuria  would  be  returned  to  China. 
Soviet  Russia  did  not  get  into  the  war  with  Japan 
until  two  days  after  our  bombings  in  Japan.  But  Soviet 
Russia  was  on  hand  in  Asia  to  take  over  the  guns  and 
ammunition  of  the  Japanese  forces  there:  to  be  later 
passed  out  to  the  Chinese  RecLs.  Japanese  troops 
escaping  American  forces  were  given  asylum  in  Russia. 

The  delivery  of  Poland  to  the  U.  S.  S.  R.  was  par- 
ticularly reprehensible  inasmuch  as  England  had 
gone  to  war  with  Germany  over  the  latter's  seizure  of 
Polish  territory. 

When  our  armies  advanced  on  Berlin  Stalin  was 
also  befriended  by  President  Roosevelt.  We  could 
have  gotten  to  Berlin  days  before  the  Red  forces  had 
not  our  troops  under  General  Patton  been  halted  at 
the  Elbe.  They  were  withdrawn  from  the  Elbe  in  a 
wide  circle  and  far  enough  westward  to  make  Stalin 
a  present  of  the  great  Zeiss  optical  and  precision  in- 
strument works  at  Jena,  the  most  important  V-1  and 
V-2  rocket  laboratory-  and  production  plant  in  Nord- 
hausen,  and  the  vital  underground  jet  plant  in  Kahla. 
We  furtlier  surrendered  to  the  Soviets  intact  thou- 
sands of  Ger-   {See  Coddling  "Uncle  Joe,"    Page  22) 
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BY  THOMAS  MORROW 

HARRODSRURG,  Ky.,  March 
8 — Miss  Annie  Roll  ko(  )ier 
diploma     from     Dau^litcr's 
coUoKC  in   1880. 

This  diploma  Avas  a  biblr.  And 

the    printin<j;   on 

thp  fly  loaf  said, 
"  Miss  A  n  n  i  o 
Roll  has.  ill  a 
sal  i  s  f  a  c 1 o  r  y 
manner,  c  o  m- 
p  I  e  t  c  d  the 
course  of  stud,\ 
prescribed  in 
this  instiluHon. 
Wo  award  1o  her 
this  diploma,  in 
testimony  of  h(n- 
attainments  as  a 
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scholar,  and  of  our  roRard  lor  her 
as  a  lady." 

Now  Mis.  Pauline  Goddard  Ded- 
man.  who  became  Miss  Boll's 
daughter  after  Miss  Bell  became 
Mrs.  Goddard,  bclie\'es  this  is  1he 
only  inslitulion  that  gave  bibles 
as  diplomas. 

T?ut,  in  n  way,  the  \\ho1o  lliing; 
started  loni;  before  that.  It  wiiv 
1806  when  the  Kev.  Jesse  Head, 
a  IMothodist  minister,  disroxered 
that  Harrodshnrc  had  sulphur 
springs  with  medicinal  proper- 
ties. That  was  the  samp  .year 
that  the  Kev.  Mr.  Head  took 
time  off  to  marr.v  Nancy  Hanks 
and  Thomas  Lincoln,  who 
started  Al)raham  on  his  way. 

ins  lecop:- 
Icrs  of  the 
day,  when  they  came  to  Harrods- 
burg  to  tune  up  their  rcspcdive 
gouts,  left  their  daughters  .scat- 
tered in  boarding  schools  along 
the  way. 

*'  If,"  ho  reasoned,  "  T  had  a 
school,  I  could  trap  a  fair  share 
of  these  little  monsters  for  m> 
own." 

•  •  • 
Co  he  bought  uji  some  properly. 
^  opened  a  school,  and  ga\e  it 
the  horrid  name  of  female  institu- 
tion. It  did  fairly  well  until  1842 
when  the  whole  thing  went  up  in 
flames. 

He  rebuilt  this  buildingin  181.", 
and  1854  along  came  John  Augus- 


tus Williams  and  bought  the 
school.  And  that  gets  us  back  to 
where  we  started— Miss  Annie 
Roll.  She  absorbed  some  languages, 
a  bit  of  calculus,  and  olher  odd- 
ments to  earn  her  l)ible. 

Tlien     she     married     Goddard 
and    settled    down    in    Harrods- 
tmrg:.  A\"hen  .Fohn  .\Mgiistiis  Wil- 
liams  retired,   uho  should   come 
alon'i    and    liny    the    ciille(;e    Itut 
(  ol.  Thomas  ,V.  Smith  of  Smilli- 
fif'ld,   \:\..  wlio  had  fotiRht   with 
<ien.  I.ee  in  ^'ir(^inia,  and  raiiRht 
a  sluK  in  the  arm. 
"  lie  wore  a  shawl."  said  Mrs. 
Dodman.  "fastened  with  the  big- 
gest safety  pin  I  ever  saw." 
I      Prcsontl.v.    as    things    like    1hat 
I  occur.  Col.  Smith  died  and  the  col- 
lego  ceased   to  be.   In   1917.   1he>- 
were    about  to  sell  the  old  alma 
niater  at  public  auction. 

*     *     * 

AND  what  happened?  Annie 
Bell  Goddard  bought  it  for 
sentimental  reasons  as  her  family 
looked  on  in  open  mouthed  amaze- 
ment. 

"  Mama  said."  recalled  I\Irs. 
Dedman.  "  that  she  could  .iust  see 
little  brick  houses,  made  of  the 
college  building  brick,  going  up  as 
the  Beaumont  addition.  They 
asked  her  what  she'd  do  with  the 
college  building,  and  she  said 
she'd  find  some  use." 

And  she  did.  This  building,  now 
107  years  old.  became  the  Beau- 
mont inn.  Where  once  maidens 
cantered  after  culture,  waiters 
now  serve  succulent  sets  of  fried 
chicken  and  hickory  smoked  ham. 
The  rooms,  once  attuned  to  maid- 
enl.^'  mutterings,  now  echoed  the 
muted  male  snore. 

"  At    that     time,"    said     Mrs. 
Dedman,    "  there   were    n    great 
many  Aoung  nien  riding  aroimd 
in    tin    lizzies.    Thai    was    heforo 
we    had    all    those    wars.    They 
would  eiuiie  in  and  say.  "  \\'e  saw 
your  light  and  we  want  food." 
Along  with  food  and  accommo- 
dations go  memories  of  the  days 
when  the  \oung  females  frolicked 
about.    No    girl,    of    course,    was 
allowed   to  wa\e   her   handerker- 
chiof  out  of  the  front  window.  An 


old  school  catalog  requested  that 
"town  gallants  not  come  on  thel 
premises  unless  invited  by  the' 
(acuity.'' 

•  •  • 
n  EAUS  wore  allowed  the  run  of 
the  place  at  the  commerice- 
ment  time  provided  that  they  did 
not  wander  out  of  lighted  areas 
with  the  students  of  the  day. 

"Once,  in  the  whole  history  of 
I  lie  school."  said  Mrs.  Dedman, 
"  a  girl  was  expelled.  She  was 
part  Indian.  .She  met  a  bo.v  down 
by  the  rock  pile.  That  was  a  grim 
t  imo." 

Dedman  got  to  thinking  about 
the  trouble  they  had  straightening 
out  Kentucky  history,  setting  the 
proper  place  for  Lincoln's  birth, 
and  finding  the  right  cabin  in 
which  the  inarriago  of  his  parents 
occurred. 

"Grandpa  Goddard  used  to 
sa.v,"  she  remembered,  "  that 
paper  would  lie  still  and  let  you 
write  anything  on  it." 

Leon  Snerd  and  his  wife,  Car- 
rie, hiive  been  |>art  of  the  staff 
since  the  day  the  inn  opened. 
"  .Sometimes.''    said    Leon.    "  w( 
have    as    man.\'    as    2.5,000    ham; 
being  cured." 

He  thought  that  o\er  and  shool 
his  head. 

"  It  takes  an  aw  ful  lot  of  ban 
to  serve  8.5,000  people.'' 
In  how  long? 
"Yes,  indeed."  said  Leon. 
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Mrs.  C«  0.  Cmibmy 
1329  lorolsBOiit  Avenut 
Ohioago,  HI* 

tif  Amt  Mm.  OimlHiyt 

V*  ar«  pl««Md  indeed  to  roo«iT»  yotir  l«tt«r 
aliout  J«ftM  Etad  aXthoMgh  va  oaaaot  lialp  you  In  dlsoonrary 
of  tha  raoorda  kapt  by  Ifr.  BwmI  vhloli  you  awatioa* 

Foealbly  you  ara  faalllor  vltli  tha  otoary 
aa  Indieatad  on  tha  aneloaad  bullatla  idiioh  «a  ara 
plaaaad  to  8«nd« 

For  furthar  informatloaa  about  tha  Bsad  faally 
yoa  Bl^t  vrita  to  Mi*.  S*  N«  Ittttota,  Stfrodsbare,  Kitntuoky, 
vhosa  vlfa  is  a  daaoandant  of  Jaaaa  Saad.    Tou  nl^t  alao 
vrlta  to  Nr«  OIwd  L.  fiMid,  1701  Dial  Court,  Qpringflald, 
Zlllnola,  i^io  I  ballava  1«  a  ralatlya. 

Tary  truly  yours. 


LMftVN  Dlraetor 
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